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Castleconnell Boat Club Head of the River 2022
Dear Captain, Coaches, Secretaries, 
Thank you for entering our Head of the River 2022, we are very excited to have 443 crews entered, and with your help we want to provide a safe and enjoyable event for all. To achieve this, we will need the assistance of all involved during the day. Please take the time to read this safety brief and pass on all the information to your travelling party.

There will be a COMPULSORY CAPTAINS MEETING held in our club gym on Saturday 29th of October at 8.00am all clubs attending must have a representative at this meeting.
Parking and trailer arrivals

Please respect our many neighbours by parking with due considerations for the local community. To hold an event of this size we need the support of our local community. 
We have 19 travelling clubs with 381 crews of all ages, for the safety of all involved no vehicles or trailers will be allowed on site after 8 am. All trailers must arrive before the launch of the first crews which we predict will be just after 8.00 am. 
There will be no vehicle access allowed past Charcos corner on the approach to the club. All cars and buses will have to drop their passengers at this point and walk to the club, it takes approximately 15 minutes to walk to the club from this point. There will be no exceptions to this rule, cars with rowing equipment such as riggers will not be allowed past this point.

If you intend to have your trailer arrive on Friday evening please contact 

                   James O’Gorman 087 7168029

Course Rules and Traffic Pattern
All crews after launching will make there way to the start at O’ Briensbridge keeping nearest to the riverbank on the crews left (coxes right). All crew should stay away from the centre line of the river to avoid collisions. Please see the course map included on the list of our heads documentation.
At the start there will be a start marshal’s launch that will direct crews to the start line. All crews must obey instructions from the start marshal’s launch.

This year for the first time we will have a start chute in operation please see the start area diagram included on the list of our heads documentation.  Crew will be directed to the entrance point of the start chute by the start marshal’s launch. A race starter will then instruct you from the riverbank through the start.
Any crew deemed to be jumping the start queue or disobeying the instructions of the start marshal launch or the race starter will not be timed by the official HOR time team.

Crews will race from O’ Briensbridge to Castleconnell Boat club keeping to the course as marked on the course map and avoiding the centre line of the river.

Any crew deemed to have left the racecourse and gained an advantage will have their time eliminated by the race umpire.
Water Safety

There will be seven umpire/safety launches on the water during the event. Each launch will have an appropriate rescue bag on board. Crew must always obey instructions from all umpire/safety launches.
There will also be two dedicated rescue launches crewed by trained water rescue technicians from the Tipperary search and rescue team. All on water emergencies will be dealt with by nearest launch, all launches will have hand portable radios on board and will be able to call for immediate assistance if required.

Time Team

We will be using an electronic time keeping program Race Clocker, a link will be provided to all crews on the day to keep track of official timing and results.
Volunteers
Please respect all our volunteers during the day. We wish to run a fun, competitive and safe head of the river. Many of the young crews will be taking part in their very first event, please be patient around the slip area.
We look forward to welcoming all our friends back to Castleconnell, good luck and please enjoy your racing.

Yours Sincerely

__________________
Niamh-Ann Sherlock, Head of the River, Competition Director 2022, 089 4188522, niamhannenglish@gmail.com 
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2022 Officers – Gerry O’ Neill (President), Colin Byrne (Captain), Jim Pidgeon (Secretary), Lorraine Neville (Treasurer)



