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Irish Rowing Championships 2021 — Advance Information

The Championship Committee met on 25" May to review the current position regarding the running
of the 2021 event. With more aspects of daily life starting to return to normal, the committee
reaffirmed their desire to run a 2021 Championship. The most important factor in planning such an
event however has to be the safety of all athletes, coaches and officials. In this regard the format of
the regatta this year will by necessity have to be different as we comply with the necessary restrictions.
The Committee will do their utmost to reduce any such changes but we would ask clubs to appreciate
that these are not normal times and ask that they work with the Committee in running an enjoyable
but more importantly safe event.

Date & Location

With events being allowed to resume at the beginning of June, Rowing Ireland is encouraging clubs
and regatta committees to run small and local events during the month of June. It is hoped this will
be followed by some regular regattas in July. It would therefore seem logical that the Championships
would run after the end of July in order to give athletes as much racing experience as possible in the
lead-up to the Championships. We have had feedback from the schools and colleges that running the
event after the end of August would cause considerable difficulties as students would have left to
move to college or take up full time employment. We wish to avoid clashes with the Coupe and Henley
(in the event that Irish crews are permitted) which are taking place the first two weekends of August
and the NRC is not available the weekend of 13-15™ August so the Committee have decided on a three
day event in the NRC on 20-22" August.

Format

As the numbers allowed to participate/attend outdoor events are likely to change between now and
August, we are unable to finalise the exact schedule at this time. However, we can provide an
indication of the events which will take place on each day as shown below. We will provide the exact
schedule as soon as possible, and well in advance of the regatta.

Junior 19 Events

To facilitate those 2020 juniors who are now overage, we are providing Junior 19 events this year.
While the clear intention is that these are for those who were Junior 18 last year, there is no



prohibition on 2021 Junior 18s entering. Please note however that the Junior 19 events will be run
immediately before or after the Junior 18 events so rowers will have to choose one or the other.

Additional Events

The Men’s Senior 2-, Men’s Senior 2X and Women’s 4X have been restored as Championship events
this year.

Novice Eligibility

There are two items for those considering entering the novice grade this year. Firstly the event is open
to those who qualified as Novice in either the 2020 or 2021 season. In addition the requirement that
you must have competed at two regattas in your lifetime has been suspended for this year.

Close of Entries

To facilitate running the event under Covid conditions, the EGM agreed that for 2021 the entries will
close a week earlier. As a result the entries for the 2021 Championships will close at 19:00 on
Wednesday 4" August.

Junior 18 Events

One of our primary objectives is to try and keep numbers to a minimum in order to comply with
regulations and to provide a safe event. In this regard we would ask clubs to assist us by not entering
crews and scullers they would traditionally have entered in Junior 16 events. It is likely that a limit will
be placed on the number of entries from clubs in each Junior 18 event and this will be detailed in a
future update.

Spectators

Unless there is a relaxation of restrictions, no spectators will be permitted at the 2021 regatta.



Events

The following is the list of events which will take place each day. We will obviously endeavour to
separate multiple events at the same grade to minimise clashes.

Friday Saturday Sunday

Mens Club 4+ Mens Club 8+ Mens Club 1X

Mens Junior 18 1X

Mens Junior 18 2- Mens Junior 19 4X Mens Junior 19 2X

Mens Junior 19 1X Mens Junior 19 8+ Mens Junior 19 4+

Mens Junior 19 2- Mens Junior 18 4X Mens Junior 18 2X
Mens Junior 18 8+ Mens Junior 18 4+
Mens Novice 4X+ Mens Novice 8+

Womens Club 4+
Womens Intermediate 8+ Womens Club 8+ Womens Club 1X
Womens Intermediate 2X Womens Intermediate 1X Womens Inter 4+
Womens Intermediate 2-

We are currently contingency planning so all of the above logistics are obviously dependent on the
restrictions which we are required to work under. As these can change at relatively short notice all
aspects of the regatta must be considered provisional at this time.

If you have any queries regarding any aspect of the above please contact
championships@rowingireland.ie

Lisa O’Callaghan
Chair — Championship Committee
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